

ADOPTED 11/27/12


Introduced by Council Member Carter: 

RESOLUTION 2012-700-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JEA EMPLOYEE AL SAFFER FOR 60 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS OF JACKSONVILLE UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Al Saffer, a native of Jacksonville, began working part-time for the City’s Electric Department as a summer job in 1950 and 1951 as a water meter reader helper while a student at Andrew Jackson High School; and


WHEREAS, after his graduation in 1952, Mr. Saffer went to work for the Electric Department as a mail clerk in the old City Hall at the corner of Ocean and Adams Streets stuffing utility bills into envelopes, then moved to the accounts receivable department where he kept track of utility account connections, disconnections and customer moves; and


WHEREAS, Al Saffer eventually became a utility pole climber and an investigator, investigating theft of utility services and disconnecting customers for non-payment of bills, which led to his being threatened by angry customers and shot at at least once, though he fortunately escaped harm; and 


WHEREAS, after 12 years as a meter reader and connect/disconnect serviceman, in 1989 Mr. Saffer became a meter specialist foreman and became integrally involved in the JEA’s adoption and installation of the Network Meter Reading technology which sends water and sewer meter readings electronically to the computers at JEA headquarters, an innovation that increased accuracy and substantially decreased the cost of meter reading, and served in that position until his recent retirement from the JEA after 60 years of service; and


WHEREAS, in addition to his decades of service as a City and JEA employee, Al Saffer is also tremendously active in the community as a member of the Crossroads Baptist Church, as a frequent volunteer feeding the homeless at the Trinity, City Rescue and Clara White Missions, and as a proofer of data records at Evergreen Cemetery, and is an active runner to boot, participating in several track clubs with much younger runners and running the Gate River Run for many, many year; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Al Ssffer for his six decades of service to the City and to the JEA, and wishes him the very best of health and happiness on the occasion of his retirement.  His contributions to the City’s utility operations have been invaluable and will never be forgotten.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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